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SUBJECT: KINSHASA ATMOSPHERICS 

1. GIST OF OBSERVATIONS MADE IN THREE SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS 
WITH ME BY RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS MAY INTEREST DEPARTMENT. 

2. WELL-CONNECTED EUROPEAN BUSINESSMAN: ON BASIS MY TALKS 
WITH THREE MAJOR COMMERCIAL BANKS, EACH OF WHICH HAS BEEN 
WARNED THAT TO REVEAL SUCH INFORMATION WILL CONSTITUTE 
TREASONABLE SABOTAGE, I CONCLUDE THAT, QUITE APART FROM MEDIUM 
TERM SUPPLIES CREDIT AND LONGTERM DEBT PROBLEMS, THERE ARE 
ABOUT $200 MILLION WORTH OF UNCOVERED IRREVOCABLE LETTERS OF 
CREDIT OUTSTANDING FOR IMPORTS. IN ADDITION. THERE APPEARS TO 

BE $200-400 MILLION WORTH OF IMPORTS ON FIRM ORDER FOR WHICH 
BANKS HAVE NOT AND WILL NOT ISSUE LETTERS OF CREDIT SINCE THEY 
KNOW BANK OF ZAIRE IS OUT OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE. WHILE I CAN'T 
BE CERTAIN OF THESE ESTIMATES, EVEN IF TOTAL GOODS ON THE WAY 
WHICH CAN'T BE PAID FOR IS ONLY $200 MILLION, SITUATION IS 
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3. WESTERN EUROPEAN AMBASSADOR: YOUR CONCERN WITH FINANCIAL 
SITUATION IS MISPLACED. THAT IS HOPELESS. IMPORTANT PROBLEM 
NOW IS TO AVOID BREAKDOWN IN PUBLIC ORDER, RENEWAL OF 
TRIBAL WARFARE, AND WHOLESALE ATTACKS ON WHITE 
POPULATION. 

4. SENIOR INTERNATIONAL BUSINESSMAN: THERE IS A 
SOLUTION FOR ZAIRE'S FINANCIAL PROBLEM; IT IS TO TAKE 
CABINDA AND ACQUIRE AT LEAST $400 MILLION A YEAR IN OIL 
REVENUES. 

5. IN MY VIEW, EACH OF THE ABOVE STATEMENTS EITHER 
EXAGGERATES THE PROBLEM OR THE EASE OF SOLUTION. BUT 
THEY DO MAKE YOU THINK, DON'T THEY? 

HINTON 
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